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“By focusing on painting’s specific indexicality, we will be able to grasp one of its main characteristics: it is
able to suggest a strong bond between the product and the (absent) person of its maker. This is due to
the way indexical signs actually operate: According to Charles S. Peirce, an index shows something about
a thing because of its physical connection to it.”
-Isabelle Graw, Thinking Through Painting: Reflexivity and Agency Beyond the Canvas (Sternberg, 2012)
Dutton is pleased to announce a solo exhibition of new paintings and works on paper by Australian-born
Brooklyn based artist Daniel Noonan.
“Working Pictures” is a manifestation of studio process that speak to Noonan’s desire to unlock an
indexical language and illuminate a consciousness or disposition through the negotiations of painting.
Noonan sees his current paintings that speak of labor and physicality as additive which has replaced his
previous method of subtraction, derived from an amalgam of words, phrases, objects, or a person.
The paintings are made with little revision. This is partly because the works on paper anticipate and
mediate and coverge onto the paintings. More than in previous incarnations, the connection to the
paintings from their origins as drawings has become elemental to Noonan’s understanding of the
paintings. Through the process words also become key - phrases that are floating and ambiguous until
they are contextualized, subsumed, and translated. Ideas collide and feed off oneanother as work begins
to form intuitively. “Elemental entity”, “psychedelic derivative” - are among the phrases that are scrawled
on Noonan’s studio walls.
A manifold point of departure separate the paintings – “Anticipation of Approach” looks outward toward
the physical realities of making paintings and the day-to-day reality of communication between us. “The
History of Fear” goes into an inner hermetic asceticism where state of mind becomes talking to oneself or
to the painting itself. The slight hints at a physical or figurative form enable Noonan to bypass the
confusion and associations of abstraction - which is never the intention. Noonan points out that “paintings
are not describing the real world but are of the real world.
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Born 1974 in Melbourne. Lives and works in Brooklyn
Daniel Noonan attended the Victorian College of the Arts, University of Melbourne, where he received a
Bachelor of Fine Arts (Painting) in 1997. Through the late 1990’s and 2000’s Noonan exhibited in various
solo and group shows in Melbourne and Sydney, during which time he was a member of the artist
collective “DAMP". He relocated to New York in 2005 and has continued to show work in galleries in
Australia including recent solo exhibitions at Tristian Koenig, Melbourne; Crossley & Scott Contemporary,
Melbourne; and Kaliman Gallery, Sydney. His work is held in collections of Artbank (Australia); the National
Gallery of Victoria (Australia); and the collections of James Mollison AO; John McBride; Joyce Nissan
Collection; as well as private collections in the United States and Europe.
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